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Trolley tokens were found at the site.  The Hartford Street Railway provided service 
to Rainbow in Windsor 2.5 miles away, including special runs to accommodate 
tobacco-farm workers (Windsor Historical Society).



Introduction
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The Clark Farm Tenant House Site before clearing and excavation, view from 
Route 20 facing northeast.

The Clark Farm Tenant House Site was identifi ed during
archaeological investigations associated with the reconstruction
of State Route 20 by the Connecticut Department of 
Transportation.   Although the site is only a few feet from the 
road edge, it was covered with dense vegetation and hidden 
from view.  Archaeological testing was conducted along the 
roadside, which was to be widened. The testing discovered the 
remains of a dwelling which documentary research determined 
was a tenant farm house. 

The Clark Farm Tenant House Site is signifi cant for its 
potential to shed light on the lifeways of Connecticut’s 
rural farm laborers, a group that is not well represented in 
traditional historical records.  By the second half of the 19th 
century increased specialization in agriculture, particularly
dairy farming and tobacco cultivation, resulted in large 
farming operations that were dependent upon non-family 
labor.  During this period, there was an increase in the number 
of “hired men” who worked for others.  Although many hired 
men were “Yankees” of European-American heritage, the 
men working in the fi elds were also African Americans. Two 
living situations were common for farm laborers: boarding 
within the household of property-owning families, and living 
apart in small tenant houses that were owned by landholders.

The site offers a rare opportunity to better understand the lives 
of farm laborers and learn more about what type of houses they 
lived in, what they ate, how they dressed and what particular 
skills they practiced within the local agrarian economy.  The 
site was occupied from ca. 1860 to ca. 1940.  For most of 
the period it served as housing for the tenants of the Clark 

family, large landowners and farmers who lived nearby in 
East Granby center.  A long-term occupant was John Jackson, 
an African American farm laborer.  Archaeological remains 
include a fi eldstone foundation and cellar hole of the dwelling.

Because of the site’s importance, the Connecticut Department 
of Transportation safeguarded it during the road-improvement 
project, fi lling in the cellar to stabilize the walls and fencing
the site to protect it from accidental construction damage.
Before the cellar was fi lled, however, archaeologists
from the Public Archaeology Survey Team, Inc. (PAST),
conducted archaeological investigations to collect some
information on the lives of the site’s occupants.



Site Description The Clark Farm Tenant House Site is marked by a foundation 
that partly protrudes above the ground surface.  The foundation 
walls are constructed of dry-laid fi eldstone with blocks of local 
brown sandstone forming the upper courses.  The foundation 
measures 18 by 29.5 feet, with a fi eldstone wall dividing it into 
two unequal parts.  The western portion, measuring 12 by 18 
feet in plan, contains a dug cellar approximately four feet deep 
with fi eldstone-lined walls two and a half feet thick.  The interior 
dimensions of the cellar are approximately 8 by 13 feet.  The 
foundation extends eastward 17 feet to form a shallow crawl 
space; this portion includes sandstone steps which adjoin the south 
wall and lead down to the road.  The front door was probably here. 

Surrounding the foundation is a berm that rises several feet up 
to the foundation walls. The berm was created from the soil 
that was dug out of the cellar when the house was built. The 
banked soil would have directed water away from the house 
and kept the cellar drier, thus protecting food stores. To the west 
and south of the house are fl at areas that would have provided 
space for daily household chores, such as laundry and food 
processing, and where children could play. Originally Route 20 
was about 30 feet away from the front of the house, but over 
time the road was widened and moved closer to the dwelling.

In addition to the house foundation, the 1937 state highway 
map shows three structures that are no longer visible: a small 
ell on the east side of the house, a well in the east-side yard, and 
a privy near the northeast corner of the house.  The ell, which 
appears lower in height than the main part of the house in a 1934 
aerial photograph, may have not had a fi eldstone foundation. 
The ell’s sills may have been laid directly on the ground or 
on a thin course of stones placed on the ground surface; these 
surface stones may have been displaced by plowing.  The area 
around the site is an agricultural fi eld.  The well was probably 
fi lled in after the state acquired the roadside property in 1957.

Top: view of the stone-lined cellar hole and foundation walls, facing north; 
Bottom: view of  the stone steps, facing eest.
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Archaeological Testing

Archaeologists from PAST fi rst identifi ed the site in September 
1996.  Shovel test pits were placed along the edge of the road, 
where widening was to occur.  The test pits measured 50 x 
50 centimeters in plan and were excavated to about three feet 
deep.  The test pits were dug with shovel and trowel, in 10- to 
20-centimeter levels, so that the exact horizontal and vertical 
locations of artifacts were recorded.  The excavated soil was 
screened through ¼-inch mesh to enhance the recovery of very 
small artifacts.  The pits were immediately backfi lled upon 
completion.  The locations of the test pits were mapped in relation 
to the visible house remains and the roadway.  
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View of stone steps,  facing north.

Photograph of Test Pit J15, excavated on the west side of the house 
foundation wall.

These initial test pits contained a level of modern fi ll (trash) over 
deposits of historic-period artifacts that were intact or undisturbed.  
Artifacts recovered from the undisturbed levels include animal 
bone, food remains, medicine bottle fragments, ceramic sherds,  
nails, coal, and coal ash.  The artifacts date from the mid-19th 
century to the mid-20th century, and are associated with the tenant 
farm house occupation.



More intensive archaeological investigations were undertaken in 
October 1998 to gather more information about the site.  A total 
of nine additional 50 x 50-centimeter test pits were excavated in 
and around the foundation, and a 1 x 1-meter unit (Unit 1) was 
excavated in the cellar portion of the foundation (the west side). 
Five of the test pits were placed against sections of the foundation 
walls.  The sandstone front steps were cleared of fi ll and vegetation, 
then drawn and photographed. When the archaeological testing 
was completed, the foundation was fi lled with pea gravel in order 
to stabilize it for long-term preservation.

View of the cellar wall, facing wast.
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Archaeological site plan of the Clark 
Farm Tenant House Site, showing 
archaeological test pits and visible 
house remains.



Twentieth-century highway construction has repeatedly encroached upon the front yard of the tenant house site, bringing the 
pavement close to the foundation remains.  Prior to the 1937 improvements by the Connecticut Highway Department (the precursor to the 
Connecticut Department of Transportation), the road was narrower and more curved.  The house, privy and  well are shown on a 1937 state 
highway project map.  The ell, privy and well are not visible today and may be outside of the right-of-way in the privately owned fi eld 
adjacent to the house’s remains.

Top: a 1937 Connecticut Highway Department map showing house, privy and 
well. Bottom: view of the cellar wall, facing west.
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The artifacts recovered from the Clark Farm Tenant House Site 
refl ect both 19th- and early 20th-century occupation. Household 
and architectural items make up a majority of the 3,341 artifacts, 
which include ceramic tableware sherds, buttons, glass beads, 
and a fragment of a porcelain doll’s head. Other artifacts include 
two trolley tokens, a pocket watch, and glass bottle fragments.

The Artifacts

Ceramics recovered during testing at the site:   creamware, Canton Chinese porcelain, 
transfer-print porcelain, polychrome transfer-print whiteware, plain whiteware and 
blue transfer-print pearlware.

Tobacco sheds for curing the harvested crop were common throughout East Granby.  
These old sheds stood nearby on Rainbow Road (Dodd Research Center, University 
of Connecticut).

Architectural artifacts include numerous machine-cut and 
wire nails, an iron door handle and window glass.  Much 
of the window glass was melted, which correlates with a 
local oral tradition that the house burned down in the 1940s. 
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Various artifacts from the site: shell buttons, glass beads and a fragment of a 
porcelain doll head.

Test pit J13, placed just east of the cross-wall which separates 
the dug cellar from the east portion of the foundation, yielded 
many whole bricks and brick fragments, mortar, charred wood, 
coal, and coal ash, possibly indicating the chimney location.

The archaeological investigations collected only a small portion 
of the data at Clark Farm Tenant House Site.  The house remains 
and associated artifacts still present at the site constitute a sort 
of “history bank.”  Additional professional archaeological 
investigations could answer many questions about the lifeways of 
tenant farmers in general and African Americans in particular.

Medicine bottle.
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Some of the specifi c topics that could be addressed through further 
archaeological investigations are described below.

Foodways.  An ordinary farm family of this period would have 
had access to a broad range of food items, including their own 
pigs, chickens, and other animals which could be slaughtered for 
meat; a wide variety of vegetables, fruit, and grains produced 
either on their own farm or on the farms of neighbors;  birds, fi sh, 
and mammals obtained through fi shing, trapping, and hunting; 
plant items gathered from the countryside, such as nuts and 
berries; and commercially available foods such as salted, pickled 
and dried meat, oysters, and fi sh.  Beverages would have ranged 
from homemade cider to commercially bottled beer.  How did 
the mix of food items available to the tenant class compare with 
that of the propertied farmer?  Some of the artifacts excavated 
at the site suggest some commonalities between tenant farmers 
and the general population.  Canning jar fragments indicate the 
tenants had a garden and food-tin keys are evidence that some 
luxuries, such as pipe tobacco or sardines, were purchased.

Beer bottle from the E.L. 
Ropkins & Co. brewery 
in Hartford; the Ropkins 
brewery produced ale and 
porter. 

Connecticut broadleaf, the type of tobacco grown on the Clark  farm 
(Farm Security Administration, 1937, Library of Congress).
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Architecture.  The features associated with the house itself 
provide clear evidence of one aspect of the farm laborer’s life:  
he lived in a house that was decidedly smaller than the norm.  
From the proportions of its footprint and the orientation with the 
ridge line of its gable roof parallel to the road, it can be surmised 
that the house did not partake of any of the stylistic fl ourishes that 
characterized architecture in the Victorian period, all of which 
would typically require a more complex plan and roofl ine.  At 
the same time, the cellar and the presence of an ell show that the 
dwelling was not an entirely undifferentiated one-room space.  

Melted window glass.

Close-up photograph of Test Pit J15, excavated on the west side of the house 
foundation wall.
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Material Possessions.  The second half of the 19th century 
and the fi rst part of the 20th century saw tremendous changes 
in the type and quantity of goods available to middle-class 
consumers.  Mechanization and quantity production transformed 
virtually every consumer-goods industry−clocks, clothing, 
pocket knives, and tableware, to name but a few.  To what 
extent did these items percolate down to the farm labor stratum?  
Inexpensive manufactured items, such as the “dollar watch” 
found in the archaeological testing of the Clark Farm Tenant 
House Site, indicate that farm laborers did not miss out on the 
myriad of low-priced goods produced during the industrial age.  
 

Left: a perfume bottle. 
Right: a pocket watch.
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Material culture can illuminate  the wide range of activities that 
occurred at an archaeological site over time.  Tool fragments or 
other remains may indicate the range of skills possessed by the 
house’s various occupants, skills that made them valuable or at least 
useful within the agricultural community.  The presence of trolley 
tokens indicates  that the occupants had access to a geographic area 
that ranged much wider than just East Granby center, even though the 
closest trolley stop was at Rainbow, 2 ½ miles to the southeast.  
Finally, the presence of beer bottle fragments seems to indicate 
that the occupants of the house came down on the side of the 
“wets” in what was perhaps the most controversial cultural issue 
of the day, allowing the sale of intoxicating beverages.

Skills and Cultural Practices

Connecticut Company trolley tokens and a 1914 Mercury head dime.

Hartford Street Railway Co. streetcar near Rainbow in Windsor, ca. 1900 (Windsor 
Historical Society).

The information gained from the archaeological investigations at 
the Clark Farm Tenant House Site has shed light on the lifeways of 
African  Americans in the New England tenant-farming community 
and on tenant farming in Connecticut in general.  Additional 
investigations would enhance this knowledge.
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Along with the archaeological fi eldwork, historical 
documentary research was conducted to learn more 
about when the tenant house was occupied and the 
lives of the people who lived there.  Documents 
included census schedules, probates, land deeds, 
diaries, maps, newspapers, and town histories.

The house is believed to have been occupied as a 
tenant dwelling from ca.1860 to ca. 1940 by farm 
workers associated with one of East Granby’s 
largest tobacco farms.  The start date of ca.1860 
is based on map, documentary and archaeological 
evidence.  A house is depicted at this location on 
the 1869 county atlas map, where it is shown as 
one of many houses owned by Charles P. Clark.  
An earlier, similar map from 1855 shows no 
building on the site. Land records indicate that 
the approximately 50-acre property extended 
eastward to an intersecting street, where there 
was another, presumably larger, homestead. The 
Clark family, which owned several hundred acres 
made up of formerly separate parcels, referred to 
this lot as the “Barker Farm.”  In the 1843 probate 
proceedings for the estate of Charles P. Clark’s father, Horace Clark, the Barker farm is described in some detail, including the main house 
lot to the east, where there was a dwelling, barn, and other buildings.  The absence of mention of a second house in that estate is consistent 
with the map evidence.  However, whether the tenant house was built new around 1860 or was an earlier building moved to the site cannot 
be addressed through the documentary record.  From the foundation outline, and the shadow cast in the 1934 aerial photograph, the tenant 
house can be plausibly reconstructed as a small gable-roofed dwelling, one or one-and-a-half stories high, with the ridge of its roof set parallel 
to the road.

History of the Site

An 1869 county atlas map showing location of the Clark Farm tenant house.
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Top: a farm wagon loaded with tobacco ready for curing in the barn, East Granby, 
ca. 1880. Clark Collection, Connecticut State Library. Bottom: the 1870 census 
record for John Jackson.

Charles P. Clark owned the property during much of the 19th 
century, a small part of the hundreds of acres he owned as the 
town’s leading tobacco farmer. East Granby historian Albert C. 
Bates, in the notes he compiled ca. 1900, names the occupant of the 
house as the African  American farm laborer John Jackson (born ca. 
1839).  This attribution is substantiated by documentary sources. 
The federal census for 1870 records a house in this immediate 
vicinity inhabited by John Jackson and his sister’s family, and the 
diary of Elmore Clark, Charles P. Clark’s brother, records a long 
association with John Jackson’s father, King Hopewell Jackson, 
who helped Clark with his farming work, particularly stripping 
tobacco. Charles P. Clark’s son, Benjamin P. Clark, bought the 
property in 1879 and sold it to Nellie J. Lamson in 1910. Like 
the earlier generation of Clarks, Benjamin Clark was a farmer, 
as were Nellie Lamson and her husband, Elmore Lamson. In 
1927, the property was sold to Anna and Antony J. Bartkus. All 
of these owners themselves are known to have resided at the east 
end of the property and so must have either rented out the tenant 
house or left it unoccupied.  Local informants recall the property 
burning in the 1940s, which is corroborated by the fact that the 
house disappeared from the East Granby tax rolls as of October 
1946 and by the archaeological evidence, which includes burned 
and melted artifacts.
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and early 1900s, by which time the old “Black Yankee” culture 
described by William D. Pierson (1988) was mixing with that 
brought by more recent migrants from the South.

Charles P. Clark (1815-1895) was one of East Granby’s most 
prominent citizens. He owned hundreds of acres of farmland and 
many acres of commercially productive woodland, and at one time 
he ran an inn in the town center.  He was the long-time clerk of 
the local school district and twice represented his town in the state 
legislature.  Like many of his neighbors, Charles P. Clark was 
heavily involved in the cultivation of broadleaf tobacco, a product 
in great demand for making cigars. In 1870 Clark produced 
over 100,000 pounds of tobacco, more than a third of the entire 
town’s production, and, at $1,200 in wages, he shared with one 
other farmer the distinction of employing the most farm labor.  
He owned at least four houses (other than his own residence) in 
the vicinity, presumably rented out to farm-labor families.

African Americans made up 2 to 4% of the population of 
Connecticut throughout the Colonial period, and in rural areas 
less directly impacted by migration from the South, the proportion 
remained fairly steady throughout the 19th century and early 20th 
century.  African Americans comprised 2.7% of the population of 
Granby in 1800, 3.3% of the population of Granby in 1850, and 
3.1% of the population of East Granby in 1870.  Initially brought 
in as slaves from Africa, the West Indies, or the southern colonies 
to assist white families with farming and household tasks, by the 
end of the 18th century the state’s African American population 
was a mixed group of slaves and free persons, many of whom had 
lived in Connecticut for several generations. The state’s policy 
of gradual emancipation prolonged slavery well into the 19th 
century.  In the cities, there was perhaps greater opportunity for 
advancement through trades and even professional occupations, 
but in the countryside, the African American population’s chief 
economic role was as a source of farm labor. There is strong 
evidence that the increased commercialization of farming, 
particularly tobacco cultivation, drew African Americans from 
city neighborhoods to the Connecticut countryside in the 1890s 
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An African American farm worker, identity unknown, picking corn in eastern 
Connecticut, ca. 1900 (Quinebaug Valley Community College, People at Work 
Collection).
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John Jackson, the person believed to have occupied this house 
from at least ca. 1870 to ca.1900, was a Connecticut-born farm 
laborer, just as his father, King Hopewell Jackson (ca. 1802-
1869), had been.  Although the military record is not entirely 
clear, John Jackson probably served with Connecticut’s 29th 
Regiment, Colored Volunteers, in the Civil War, signing up with 
Company G as an enlistee for the adjacent town of Suffi eld. His 
brothers James, Thomas, and Gilbert, and his brother-in-law 
John Elkey, also served in the war.  James Jackson died in Texas 
guarding prisoners and John Elkey was wounded at the siege of 
Petersburg.  After the war, John Jackson lived with Elkey and 
his sister Maria Jackson Elkey, along with their children, Katie, 
William, Susan, and Hopewell.  He appears not to have married, 
and the 1880 census enumerator found him living alone.  It is not 
recorded when he died.

Left: John Elkey’s “Volunteer Enlistment” paper, 1863. Right: the death certifi cate of 
King Hopewell Jackson, who, like his son John Jackson, was a “man of all work”.



Archaeology involves much more than excavation and discovery 
of artifacts.  The vertical and horizontal locations of the artifacts 
found are recorded on maps and plans during the excavations.  
Drawings and photographs document each stage of the excavation.  
This documentation is important, because it will serve as the only 
record of an archaeological site once that site is removed and 
replaced with a new intersection or other construction project.

All of the artifacts found in an excavation are carefully cleaned, 
identifi ed and assigned unique catalogue numbers.  The artifacts 
are placed in plastic zipper-lock bags, into which is placed an 
acid-free label identifying the archaeological site from which 
it was found, the artifact type, and its catalogue number.  The 
artifact information is entered into a computer database, to provide 
a permanent record of what was found at a site.  The artifacts, 
along with a copy of the artifact catalogue, site drawings, maps 
and photographs, and project plans, are placed in acid-free boxes 
for permanent storage in a state curation facility.  This ensures 
that the information recovered from an archaeological site can 
be accessed and studied by future generations.      

The Science of Archaeology
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Sources of Additional Information
The following materials on East Granby history, African Americans in Connecticut, and historical archaeology can be found in many large public 
libraries or obtained through Interlibrary Loan at local libraries:

Adams, William H., Steven D. Smith, and Timothy B. Riordan. “An Historical Perspective on Tenant Farmer Material Culture.”  In Waverly 
Plantation: Ethnoarchaeology of a Tenant Farming Community, pp. 285-97, William H. Adams, editor,  National Technical Information 
Service, 1980.

Bates, Albert Carlos. Historical Sketch of Turkey Hills and East Granby, Connecticut. Hartford, 1949. 

________. Sundry Vital Records of and Pertaining to the Present Town of East Granby, Connecticut, 1737-1886.  Hartford, 1947. 

Clarke, Charles H. “East Granby.”  In The Memorial History of Hartford County, vol. 2, pp.77- 84, J. Hammond Trumbull, editor. Boston:  
Edward L. Osgood, 1888.

Deetz, James.  In Small Things Forgotten:  An Archaeology of Early American Life.  New York:  Anchor Books/Doubleday, 1996.

Ferguson, Leland. Uncommon Ground: Archaeology and Early African America, 1650-1800. Washington, DC.: Smithsonian Institution 
Press, 1992.

Mascia, Sara F.  “Climbing the Agricultural Ladder:  An Archaeological and Documentary Case Study of the Transition from Tenant to 
Farmer on a New England Farmstead”.  Ph.D. Dissertation, Boston University, 1994.

McCain, Diana Ross. Connecticut African American Soldiers in the Civil War, 1861-1865. Hartford: Connecticut Historical Commission, 
2000.

Pierson, William D. Black Yankees: The Development of an Afro-American Subculture in Eighteenth-Century New England. Amherst, 
Mass.: University of Massachusetts Press, 1988. 

Russell, Howard S.  A Long, Deep Furrow: Three Centuries Of Farming in New England.  Hanover, N.H. : University Press of New 
England, 1976.

Springman, Mary Jane and Betty Guinan. East Granby: the Evolution of a Connecticut Town. Canaan, N.H.: Phoenix Publishing, 1983.
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Tobacco harvesting, East Granby, ca. 1880 (Clark Collection, Connecticut State Library).
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