
Harbor Brook Flood Control and Walking Trail 
 

The State of Connecticut, through the Department of Energy and Environmental Protection 
(DEEP), in association with the City of Meriden, proposed a four-mile-long walking trail to follow the 
Harbor Brook through forested, residential, and urban areas. Two major purposes were identified for this 
project: first, to mitigate potential flood damage along portions of the brook, and second, to establish a ten 
foot-wide trail that links Brookside Park and Hanover Pond. The project involved a number of 
improvements to the flow of the Harbor Brook and the storage capacity of its floodplains. The proposed 
activities involved significant ground disturbances near the brook, and had the potential to impact 
undocmented archaeological sites. 

AHS first undertook a Phase IA Archaeological Assessment Survey, modeling areas of 
archaeological sensitivity by stream reaches along the project area. The use of GIS technology was 
instrumental in assessing areas of archaeological sensitivity and identifying the physical locations of the 
project boundary. Pedestrian surveys, teamed with soil hand-auger test probes and GPS and total station 
surveys were used to identify archaeological sensitive areas in undisturbed contexts, within the 11 
subdivided stream reaches. Phase IB testing then identified six archaeological sites. Elevation data was 
also useful for illustrating areas of potential flood damage to the clients, using ESRI software.   

Two of the sites are eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places: Site 80-5, a 
mid-19th-century homestead complex, and Site 80-8, a Native American site of undetermined age 
associated with stone tool reduction debris. Other sites identified include Site 80-6, a disturbed deposit of 
relocated fill from late 19th and early 20th century contexts; Site 80-9, remnants of a poorly preserved 19th 
century mill headrace; Site 80-10, the disturbed remains of a dam associated with a gristmill; and Site 80-
11, cut stone blocks that represent the remnants of a stone dam. This study also addressed standing 
historic buildings and structures.  Three buildings and four bridges were recommended as eligible for 
listing in the National Register of Historic Places.  GIS technology was critically important to the 
execution of this project; GIS was used throughout data collection, data conversion, archaeological 
sensitivity modeling, and final cartographic products.   
 


